
THE ROUMANIA-BULGARIA WAR CLOÜD.
_
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IF IT were only a Httlo matter to be
settkd among; themselves, the world
at large would not caro much

Whether or not the Balkan states of
ttoumnnla and Bulgaria go to war. But
these obstreperous belligerents nro so

situated tbnt what concerns both or ei¬
ther of them is a matter of great mo¬

ment to all Europe. When in 1S78 the
great powers, by the celebrated Berlin
treaty, sliced up some of Turkey's ter¬
ritory into independent states and trib¬
utary principalities, it was thought

that a check might thereby he given to
the rapacious progress of Russia to¬
ward the Sick TMan's dominions as well
as a hint to the "unspeakable Turk''
that he was henceforth to be on his
good behavior, unless he wished to be
kicked out of Europe entirely.
Servla and Roumanla were declared

independent, while Bulgaria was erect¬
ed into a principality and, with eastern
Roumelia, invested with .several attri¬
butes of autonomy, without receiving
freedom in Its entirety. Since that
time, however, the Bulgarians, desiring
to set up a little kingdom of their own,
have imported a prlncelet from Saxe-
Coburg and have indulged In all the
luxuries of a newly Hedged royalty, be¬
fore it was actually hatched. So long
as they confined their antics to their
own territory, neither Turkey nor Rus-
8ia paid much attention to them, exceptthat the former wished to have control jover the actual head, and the latter
was concerned mainly about the an¬
nual tribute und recognition of nominal
suzerainty.
Situated, as they are, between the up¬

per and nether millstones.RusBla und
Turkey.It might seem that Itoumanla
and Bulgaria would take heed and com¬
bine, lest they be ground to powder In
the struggle that may be forthcoming;hut instead these pygmy Btates seem to
think they really hold the balance of
power between those vast empires,
and Instead of fortifying against what
may become a common foe, fall to quur-
rellng among themselves. Bulgaria ill-
lows revolutionary commit tees to. fo-|

merit agitation ngnlnst her neighbor,
and when Uouiuania enters a protest
and reminds the principality/ of the
blood she shed for her in 1877, the latter
answers by sending troops to the fron¬
tier to raid Koumunlan territory.
As to the result, If they should come

to blows and be left to themselves,
there can be little doubt. Of the two,
liouniunin Is by far the stronger, hav¬
ing an area of -10,000 square miles, with
a population of about 0,500,000 and an
army of 40,000 men on a peace footing
and 200,000 in time of wnr. Its soil is
rich, its resources large und varied, und 1

It has been under one ruler for many
years.
On the other hand, while Bulgaria

has an army nominally almost ns lai-pe
us that of Roumania, It has, conjointly
with Roumella, but ös.nüi: squaro miles
ot territory ancl a jiopiilation of not1
over 'J,400,000. And. again, the charac¬
ter of the two peoples must be taken in¬
to account. The Bulgarians are not by
nature so brave and warlike ns the
Roumanians. Centuries of Turkish op¬
pression have reduced their courage
nnd made them submissive. The atroc¬
ities perpetrated by the Turks in Bul¬
garia were, In fact, the ostensible
cause of the last (treat Russo-Turklsh

war. They were horrible almost be¬
yond belief, and during the insurrection
of 1S76 tin; bnshl bazouks committed
the most savage excesses.
The tidings reached the czar of Itus-

hIu and incited the war which subju¬
gated Turkey und resulted in the vir-
tuul Independence of Bulgaria, which
was disrupted from the EUltau's domin¬
ions and placed under the rule of a
Christian prince. The people chose
Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-Coburg in
1887. He married, in 1893, the Princess
.Maria Louise do Bourbon, daughter of
the Duke of Parma, and Prince Ferdl-

nnnrt lins' remained at the head of til
government which has passed through
ninny disgraceful scenes, including the
murder, in 1805, of Premier tjianibouloff,
the Bismarch of Bulgaria.
Kouinanin elected its its hereditary

prince in lSfit; Charles, second son of
Prince Charles Antolne of Hohenzol-.
lern, who was proclaimed king in 1881.
The character of this sovereign may be
inferred from his answer to Russia at!
the outbreak of her war with Turkey,
when, at first averse to forming an alli¬
ance with Roumnnlh, the czar declared,
his right to pass over Roumanian torrl-
lory at will. "If you do so," replied the
prince to the Russian representative,

"it will be over the bodies of my Rou¬
manian soldiers!"
The alliance was formed, the prince

received command ot the Busso-ltou-
munrfiu troops, and at historic Plevna
he "accomplished what Russian gener¬
als had failed to do.opened the way to
Constantinople," with tho ultimate re¬
ward of the absolute irdependenco of
his adopted country, acknowledged byRussia and sanctioned by the powers
ut the congress fit Berlin.
Second only to the popularity of KingCharles of Roumanta is that of his ac¬

complished consort, Queen Elisabeth,

better known to the literary world as
Carmen Sylva and author of several
works of great merit. The Roumanians
are proud of her abilities, but hive for
her gentle disposition this "mother of
her people," who was an angel of mer¬
cy during the war and who wrote the
groat war song; which inspired the sol¬
diers of their victorious army.
The royal pair lost thelr^only child,

n daughter, in Infancy, and the heir
presumptive to the Roumanian throne
is the king's nephew, Prince Ferdinand
. if Hohenzollern, who was married In
1893 to Princess Marie, daughter of the
Duko of Edinburgh, granddaughter of
Queen Victoria and cousin of the czar.

A CRACK CHINESE REGIMENT'S GYMNASTICS.

It has long been Hip Ptisfom of the .Chinese to exercise (heir soldiers nt
e peculinr son of drill, by which they were taught to leap into the air, perform
contortion nets nnd make laces for the purpose of sending cold shivers down
nn enemy's spine. They really seemed to believe that they could frighten a foe
'.nto fits !f they could make faces horrid enough and kick up the right sort of
a "bobbery" with tomtoms and hideous horns.

Sluice the British took possession of their new port of Wci-Hal^-Wel they
have Incorporated into some of their regiments stationed there bodies of Chi¬
nese soldiery whom they have converted Into pretty good Imitations of Tommy
Atkins. And for the ancient tactics, with contortions nnd face making, they
have substituted it system of gymnastics which has brought out the latent
muscular development In which the Chinaman is generally deficient.

These men, in fact, may eventually constitute n band of Chinese sepoys,such as the British have so successfully used for ninny years in India. But
whether they tan be depended upon to etand by the flog when it conies to
fighting against their own countrymen remains to be seen.

IPV IMPROVISED- AMill I.AXCH J3
CHINA.

In the forced march of the allied
\rmles from Tien-tsln to Peking the
Jritish made provision for their wourid'i
Id by taking along the Indian '.tongas"

I ~"

or covered carts, which had been of
such service i^.-; ambulances in South
Africa,
Fortunately there wan not a groat de¬

mand for them, except for conveying
the rtunierous soldiers prostrated by the]ireat, or H-qre would have been great
suffering on account of the terrible con-
dition of the roads, with their ruto of-jtan axle dcup. .

'

HOW IVOItUS AHR COINED.
Within the last 50 years over CO.000

words and phrases have crept into the
English language, some of them but for
ah eplt^tneral existence, while others,
which only a short time ago were class¬
ed ns slang or vulgarisms, nie today
permanent parts of the language.
Unless the origin of a slang word Is

known it is almost impossible to tell
how long it has been in use.
Slang words which originale In dif¬

ferent parts of the country naturally
have their own peculiar significance,
but after they have traveled it few bun¬
dled miles the meaning changes.
The word .'bogus," meaning counter-

felt or false, was once looked upon as a

s'uins wutd. Its ui itin is somewhat pe¬
culiar.
Over half a century ngo a mnn named

Borghese made himself notorious by
drawing bills on fictitious banks. Ills
name was commonly called Bogus, and
his bills, as well an others of a similar
Character, were universally styled bo-
gus currency. i

A FOnniDDEN CITY PAVILION.
The gem of Peking, the precious or-

nament of tli.» Imperial possession--. Is
the sacred Forbidden City, where
dwelt the emperor and his family, se¬
cluded from the world. It not only cun-
talns his pul- r-TS^RS*"?3! .

arcs and rocep- *-," *".--*. ;^th.n courts,tenv fflftÖCte
pies and halls ,' "Tj HPS ; L

of audience, but \w I pnr^Hvarious build- pv |-r-
In rs devoted ^m^fpT"to pleasure ttnd *? I
recreation. The \ ¦¦^ :.
gardens and «3 »

grounds nre ex- J 'wi^ %!
tensive, n 1- gajjlthough restrict- $£5
ed by the tow¬
ering walls that
inclose them,
and there are artificial lakes, marble
bridges and col tinned corridors. One
of the most charming or the ret rents to
which the emperor and his family alone
hnd access is the marble pavilion
overlooking and In one corner of the
Imperial garden, where flowers grow in
profusion and statuary gleams among
the foliage.

m ywt

Elennorn Duse's 18-ycar-old daughter,
Ellzabctta Marcholtl, is studying to be
a schoolteacher at Munich. She is said
to be the Image of her met her.

FIRST CUI.D Cl AIM IN KOKKA.
The first notice of n gold claim over

posted in Korea was afllxed to tlie
trunk of a great tree so recently as
Nov. 23, is>nr>. There Is no reason why
there should not j> p/lOTPiS """>.
he gold within f-"IHfffe'jVtlie confines of /»wIIbthe H.-rmit ^/ ,SKingdom, for it iTQlF
v.-, declared to M'l tWfrpossess the gen- fr^fflneral geological *jpeculiar It i e s >r~\ .'; j-that go with '"-_1 /
auriferous de- _.//jP'v-.y '¦'

posits, while u rr"- r" ,y/^- 7_-was only within |^Hf{a!
a year or so ^| ¦:._that the per. In- jkAv^Ml-W --.»".
s-.ila was j,i 'ISw' '
reported to he .hi'i^v'/fl
very rich I" Iw^'rP ,gold, mining Xtffi^fcflftt^UT -1.?
companies are now actively ;it work ex¬
ploiting the mountainous portion of Ko¬
rea, which lias a climate somewhat
similar to that of northern Italy. There
arc- already more than a hundred Euro¬
peans and about 3,600 natives employed
at mining, and the outlook is said to be
favorable for the export In the near fu¬
ture of large quantities of gold. If this
proves to bo correct, there may be an
additional incentive for interference in
Korean affairs by Russia and Japan.

IN A CANTON OPIUM DEN.

While the Chinese clly of Canton Is full of curious sights, picturesque and
Interesting, It is not n delectable place ;<> reside in on account of Its Mth und
evil odors, li may not la; exactly the home of tho opium fiend, but be dwells
there In grout numbers and is In evidence on every bund. The opium dens
oC Canton are, perhaps, infamous above all others, nnd yet the Chinese, ad¬
dicted as thöy arc to the liubu of opium smoking, lay the principal blame uponthe English.

If It werd not for the great opium wer, (hey say, by which the British Im¬
posed their Indian opium upon them In opposition to tho emperor's edict, theywould not now be no liiuvli ui,cii to smoking tue deadly drug made Crom tho
poppy, *

CHINAMAN THKAniSO OUT TEA.
Most of the work done in preparingtea Is by hand, but now and then the

feet come into play, as shown in the il¬
lustration. After the leaves have been
picked, cleaned and dried, rolled in balls
and curled, sifted and manipulated over
again, a eooly treads out the stems
with his feet. For the comfort of those
who drink of the "cup which cheers"
it may be stated that this process docs
not always take place und that it is

not any worse probably than that used
In packing ti^s and pressing grapes in
oriental countries.
One brand of scented tea Is always

treated by treading, but in this case It
is tied up In .canvas bags and rolled
with the feet for a good while. It is
then packed for shipment, und forms
one of the most fragrant or teas, with
an aroma which the Chinese declare to
jbe perfectly "divine."

A CHINESE MANDARIN'S FUNERAL.

Ono might beilove from the fuss the Celestials make over n funeral that,
to paraphrase that famous epigram accredited to General Phil Sheridan,
"there is tio good Chinaman except a dead chinaman."

Even at ordinary funerals there are great noise and bustle, vast expend¬iture of money and profusion <>f decoration. Tho hired mourners weep
and howl, the tomtoms are beaten lustily, llrecrackers are exploded at all
the corners of streets through which the funeral procession passes, and a

stranger might think it was n circus that was the occasion of nl| the hubbub.
The Chinese have a method, they say, in all this seeming madness, and the

noise and fireworks ate not intended to attract attention, but to divert, it
from the remains of the fünetlönary passing to his last long rest in the grave.
They pretend to believe that when,a person <ll< s the devil or one of his ernls«
sarics is always lying in wait to snatch the soul before the body from which
it has fled has been decently burled. To frustrate his unhallowed aims the
friends and mourners "kick up a bobbery" In order to distract his attention,
while tlie pallbearers, Instead of pursuing a direct course to the grave, dart
around corners and double on their tracks. By this means and by a mighty
racket the arch enemy is often deprived of what ho Is said to consider hfa^Je-
gliim.TtP" game.the soul of the departeü.

A CHINESE FAMILY CROUP.
Much has boon written of family lifo

In China and much has been said of
woman's; lowly lot in that country, but
nil writers arc agreed that a woman's
Importance in the eyes of her husband
Is vastly enhanced w hen she becomes u
mother. To bear a son, says a Chinese
authority, is the greatest service a wife-
can perform for her lord, and conse¬

quently nil wives nre desirous of be¬
coming mothers of male children.
This picture of a mandarin at home

conveys the Impression that he is fond
of his Children, as ho most assuredly Is,
and the tab s of neglect and Indifference
shown by tho Chinese males toward
their offspring are mostly erroneous.

Believing, as he does, in ancestor wor¬
ship and devoting much of his sub¬
stance t«,» gifts to-the shades of his an¬
cestors, the Chinaman wishes for chil¬
dren that be may be thus posthumously
honored. If lor no other reason. He
loves his family and is devoted to the
welfare of his sous, while as to> the
daughters.-well, that is quite another
mutter. 1

The late Sir William Fräser possessed
a splendid and unique collection of
books and engravings ori costumes.

LI HUNG CHANG'S MOTHER AND HER GRANDSON.

In Ihe adulation of the "Grund" Old Man of China" little has been Haid otI<i Hung Chang's mother, although it Is admitted that he wan indebted to her
for many of his noblest traits. He is descended from a race of conquerors,though his father Is snld to have been a simple farmer and his mother un¬
known until after he became famous.. Former United States Minister Denby,who was intimately acquainted with the great Li, narrates that when a grand,
son was born to him in the legation LI called to offer his congratulations and
tender his felicitations on having become a grandfather. "I listened with sur«
prise," the minister says, "because Li well knew that my (laughter was the
mother of two children. When 1 mentioned the fact, Btatlng that I had been
a grandfather several years, Li said that he knew that my daughter had chil¬
dren, but they did nut count.a mun was never a grandfather until bis son be¬
came a father!"

Li wus probably the name by which bis fond mother knew him when a
boy. as that is his family name, while Hung Chang, meaning ''vast ornamen¬
tation," is merely a personal or olHclal appellation which other olllclals use
when speaking of him to the emperor.

HEADS IN BAMBOO CAGES.
There are two things the Chinaman

values above all etae.Iiis head ami the
memory of his ancestors, in common
with other nationalities, tho Chinese
hold t Ii:; t when their heat!:-- are off "tho
subsequent v'<'.cord lugs interest them
no more." But
they also be¬
lieve that im-
less the head Is
buried with the
body there will
be Indulte trou¬
ble for them In
the next world.
This Is one rea¬
son why decap¬
itation is the
favorite mode of
execution in Chi-
nu, since no olh-
e r f o r m of!
dcat h
carry with It
tlie same im- i-

port as to fu-
hire penult ies. j''.
Tor this l ere ;.

"'"

; ¦.yr'y
also, t he tiea r fettiaBS *iir±&Z!£k&
relatives of a
victim decapitated, if he have any,
are always desirous of securing tho
head ami burying it with -the body to
which It was formerly attached.
Decapitation in llscll doc:; not seem

to be so much feared as the Indignities
possibly attendant upon it. Hence the
reason for taking tho heads of noted
criminals and displaying them In cages
of bamboo upon poles by the roadsides
or along the river hanks. They serve
as a warning to Others and convey tho
assurance <>( the tale awaiting those
who break the laws.

r-..." OK tW^«, ,

v ott id v^^v^U.-.;£

General Y. Fukushimn, .who is In
command of tho Japanese forces In Chi¬
na, is ii distinguished .soldier, traveler
and scholar. During his junior years In
the army ho traveled on horseback
front Berlin to Vladivostok, dear across
Siberia. lie inter visited Persia, tour¬
ing the country thoroughly. Tho gen¬
eral is an e"rr-pH<mt linguist. He speak!
French, Gorman and Russian llucntly.

THE CAMERA QUICK ER THAN THE EYE.

"Q ticker than a flash" la no more figure of speech when applied to the
process i;y which the Imago of an object is transferred to the^tensltizefl plata
when exposed before the camera. This has found numerous e xemplifications
since the armies of amateurs have taken up photography as a, pastime and
since it is only necessary now for one to press the button aad let the sun do
the rest.

The pictures herewith shown were taken of the same man nmklrfg a high
Jump at an amateur athletic exhibition, and. while the fraction of a second
apart, might have scented n "continuous performance" to the naked, -eye.
They show, too, how different is the real from the preconceived positloh of one
while in motion. This fnct wns emphasized ri fo.v y.>..>.« wh"" a prpirrlnefc!
photograi net took a scries of pictures Illustrating tho horse In motion, pfov*
lug. that the stereotyped nv lions of. u'past generation wer« all At, fault,


